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Assisted Svicide Laws: It's All About Disability

The National Council on Disability (NCD): Assisted Suicide Puts People with Disabilities at
Risk of Deadly Harm

NCD, an independent federal agency advising the White House and Congress, has consistently opposed assisted
suicide laws with the view that they put people with disabilities at risk of deadly harm, and that such laws are
inherently dangerous.

Medical Professionals Have a Negative View of People with Disabilities
People with disabilities distrust the medical system, with good reason. Assisted suicide laws could contribute to
steering patients with disabilities fowards lethal drugs instead of lifesaving health care. A Harvard researcher
reports, “In [a] survey of 714 practicing US physicians nationwide, 82.4% reported that people with significant
disability have worse quality of life than nondisabled people. . .. [T]hese findings about physicians'perceptions of
this population raise questions about ensuring equitable care to people with disability. Potentially biased views
among physicians could contribute to persistent health care disparities affecting people with disability” (1).

Lethal Drugs Chosen for Disability, Not Pain
Annual reports from Oregon and Washington indicate the main reasons lethal drugs are requested relate to
disability: losing autonomy; less able to engage in activities making life enjoyable; loss of dignity; burden on family,
friends, caregivers; and losing control of bodily functions (2). All of these disability issues can be addressed with
person centered and directed in home care and other supports.

Every Major National Disability Rights Organization with a Position on Assisted Suicide
Opposes Assisted Suicide Laws

e ADAPT ¢ National Council on Disability

e American Assn. of People with Disabilities e National Council on Independent Living

e Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living e National Organization of Nurses with Disabilities
e Autistic Self Advocacy Network e Not Dead Yet

e Autistic Women & Nonbinary Network e TASH

» Disability Policy Consortium e The Arc of the United States

« Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund e United Spinal Association

Bioethicist Proclaims What People with Disabilities Know: I's All About Disability
Bioethicist Thaddeus Pope states what people with disabilities already know: “So everybody who's using medical
aid in dying is disabled. And probably you could go to the next step and say the reason they want medical aid in
dying is because of their disability” (3).

Michigan legislators: Vote NO on HB 5825-5828 - proposails to legalize assisted suicide!

2. Oregon Death with Dignity Act, page 14
3. John Kelly — Assisted Suicide: It's All about Disability,


https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2020.01452?journalCode=hlthaff
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PROVIDERPARTNERRESOURCES/EVALUATIONRESEARCH/DEATHWITHDIGNITYACT/Documents/year25.pdf
https://notdeadyet.org/2020/11/john-kelly-assisted-suicide-its-all-about-disability.html

